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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application, 
where added material is shown in underlined type , deleted material is shown in strik e out typ e: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) In an encoder for encoding a media file so that it is 
capable of being decoded for playback as a media stream, a method for encoding data and time 
restriction information with said media file such that when said encoded media file is decoded for 
playback as said media stream, said data is reproduced in said media stream only during a time 
period predetermined by said time restriction information, comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving a media file; 

(2) receiving at least one data file comprising at least one data segment; 

(3) receiving time restriction information for each said data segment that 
specifies said time period^ ¥»4ien such that said data segment knte can be reproduced as part of said 
decoded media stream only if said time period corresponds to the current time and/or date when 
said media stream is being played back ; and 

(4) embedding as part of said encoded media file each said data segment and said 
corresponding time restriction information such that s aid data s e gment is reproduc e d by a d e cod e r 
during said Gp e cificd time period . 

2. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein said time restriction information 
comprises a start time tag that specifies when said time period is to begin. 

3. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein said time restriction information 
comprises a stop time tag that specifies when said time period is to end. 

4. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein said time restriction information 
comprises a start time tag that specifies when said time period is to begin and a stop time tag that 
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specifies when said time period is to end.- 

5. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the embedding in step (4) is such 
that said data is reproduced at a specified point in said media stream. 

6. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein said data segment comprises a 
document file. 

7. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein said data segment comprises an Internet 
address. 

8. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein said media file is an audio file and 
said data segment is a non-audio data segment. 

9. (Original) The method of Claim 8, wherein said audio file is an MPS file. 

10. (Currently amended) In an encoder for encoding a media file so that it is 
capable of being decoded for playback as a media stream, a method for encoding a data segment 
and time restriction information for said segment with said media file such that when said encoded 
media file is decoded for playback as said media stream, said data segment is reproduced at a 
specified point in said media stream only during a time period predetermined by said time 
restriction information, comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving a media file; 

(b) receiving a segment of data; 

(c) receiving the specifics of said time period when said data segment is^te cmi 
be reproduced as part of said decoded media stream only if said time period corresponds to the 
current time and/or date when said media stream is being played back , including one of the 
following: 

i) a start time, 

ii) a stop time, 

iii) both a start and a stop time. 
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11. (Original) The method of Claim 10, wherein said media file is an audio file and 
said data segment is a non-audio data segment. 

12. (Currently amended) In a decoder for decoding an encoded media file for 
playback as a media stream, a method for decoding data and time restriction information fi-om an 
encoded media file, comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving a block of said encoded media file; 

(2) decoding a data segment embedded within said block; 

(3) decoding said time restriction information embedded within said block for 
said data segment, wherein said time restriction information specifies a time period when said data 
segment is to be reproduced as part of said decoded media stream; and 

(4) comparing said specified time period to the current time of day and/or date 
when said media stream is being played back; and 

(5) -(4) responsive to said comparison, r eproducing said data segment at a specified 
point in said decoded media stream for playback only during said specified time period. 

13. (Original) The method of Claim 12, wherein said reproducing of said data 
segment includes subsequent processing for enabling the data to be displayed to a user. 

14. (Currently amended) In a decoder for decoding an encoded media file for 
playback as a media stream, a method for decoding an embedded data segment and time restriction 
information fi-om said encoded media file wherein said embedded data segment is to be reproduced 
at a specified point in said media stream only during a time period predetermined by said time 
restriction information, comprising the steps of: 

(a) reading a block of said encoded media file; 

(b) determining whether said embedded data segment exists within said block; 

(c) if said embedded data segment does not exist within said block, then 

proceeding to step (p); 

(d) determining whether a start time tag exists in said embedded segment that 

specifies when said time period is to begin; 

(e) if said start time tag does not exist, then proceeding to step (j); 

(f) determining the start time specified by said start time tag; 
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(g) getting the current time of day and/or date when said media stream is being 

played back ; 

(h) comparing said start time to the current time; 

(i) if the current time is before said start time then proceeding to step (p); 

(j) determining whether a stop time tag exists in said embedded data segment 
that specifies when said time period is to end; 

(k) if said stop time tag does not exist, then proceeding to step (o); 

(1) determining the stop time specified in said stop time tag; 

(m) comparing said stop time tag to the current time; 

(n) if the current time is after said stop time then proceeding to step (p); 

(o) reproducing said embedded segment; and 

(p) Continuing to step (a). 

15. (Original) The method of Claim 14 wherein said media file is an audio file and 
said embedded data segment is a non-audio data segment. 

16. (Original) The method of Claim 14 wherein step (g) further includes the step of 
proceeding to step (o) if no current time is available. 

17. (Original) The method of Claim 14 wherein step (g) further includes the step of 
proceeding to step (p) if no current time is available. 

18. (Original) The method of Claim 16 wherein step (o) further includes the step of 
determining whether said embedded segment is reproduced based on input fi'om a user. 

19. (Original) The method of Claim 14, wherein the reproducing of said embedded 
data segment in step (o) includes subsequent processing for enabling the data to be displayed to a 
user. 

20. (Original) The method of Claim 19, wherein said embedded data segment is an 
Internet address. 
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21 . (Original) The method of Claim 20, wherein said processing includes linking to 
an Internet document determined by said Internet address. 

22. (Currently amended) A system for encoding data and time restriction 
information with a media file and for the later decoding of said encoded media file such that when 
said encoded media file is decoded for playback as a media stream, said data is reproduced in said 
media stream only during a time period predetermined by said time restriction information, 
comprising: 

an encoder operative to receive said media file, at least one data file comprising at 
least one data segment, and time restriction information for each said data segment and operative to 
embed as part of said media file said data segment and said corresponding time restriction 
information; and 

a decoder operative to separate said encoded media file into said decoded media 
stream, said data segment and said time restriction information, operative to compare said specified 
time period to the current time of day and/or date when said media stream is being played back, and 
operative in response to said comparison to playback said data segment as part of said decoded 
media stream only during said time period specified by said corresponding time restriction 
information. 

23. (Currently amended) A method for encoding and thereafter decoding a 
media file such that a data segment embedded in said media file after encoding is reproduced during 
decoding at a specified point during a predetermined time period for playback as a media stream for 
a user, comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving a media file; 

(2) receiving at least one data file comprising at least one data segment; 

(3) receiving time restriction information for each said data segment that 
specifies said time period when said data segment is to be reproduced as part of said decoded media 
stream; and 

(4) embedding as part of said encoded media file each said data segment and said 
corresponding time restriction information such that said data segment is reproduced by a decoder 
during said specified time period; 

(5) receiving a block of said encoded media file; 
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(6) decoding said data^egment embedded within said block; 

(7) decoding said time restriction information embedded within said block for 
said data segment, wherein said time restriction information specifies a time period when said data 
segment is to be reproduced as part of said decoded media stream; and 

(8) comparing said specified time period to the current time of day and/or date 
when said media stream is being played back; and 

(9) -(8) responsive to said comparison, reproducing said data segment at a specified 
point in said decoded media stream for playback only during said specified time period. 



SANFRANCtSCO 4091205v7 



7 



